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April 3,1934. a 
Wallace Murray,isq., 
Chief of Division of tne Near East, oO 
Department of State, ™ 
Washington,D.C. ry 
“ Dear Mr.Murray; ⸗ N 
dy a — J 
aK “A few days ago when I was at the Saudi Arab = 


Legation,Shaikh Hafiz Wahba talked very interestingly about 
the history of Arabia. He was King Ibn Saud's first Minister 
of Education, as you probably know. He said that there 
still is such an enormous amount of unknown history of this 
part of the world, and that a great deal might be learned 

by excavating in various places. I was rather surprised 
that he should suggest that such research would be allowed, 
He said he was sure that the King and Government would be 
glad to assist this sort of work in every way possible. He 
th e when I said that I would mention this to you. I 
wonder if you would mention this matter to the Smithsonian 
Institute and The National Geographic Society,and any others 
whom you would think might possibly wish to become interested 
in such an undertaking. 


On the south bank of the Wadi Hamdth, near the 

Red Sea between Yenbo and Wedj, I have seen ruins of a temple, 
the carvings were on gypsum and quite artistic. <t 

Near Wedj at UmGarayat are a number of rujgs of 
buildings, mine workings, and grinding stones used 4b t. miges 
for crushing the ore. The same condition is true, but Mhuc 
more extensively af Mahad Dahab (Cradle of Gold) at 250fmiles 
east by south from Yenbo. ae 

West of Taif 14 miles,in Wadi Khima,are inscriptions 
on the granite, said to be Cufic. Similar ones I saw three ‘ 
miles northerly from Duwadami,Nejd, about 500 miles from Jedda ‘ 
easterly by north. My interpreters said these inscriptions 
dated between 800 and 950 A.D. There are small fragments of 
green glazed pottery at the ancient mines in this vicinity. 

About three miles north from Sofwa (near Qatif) 
in El Hassa and near the Persian Gulf I saw large mounds, really 
small hills which seemed almost entirely composed of ruins,pottery 


and sand. At Abu Mann,20 miles westerly from yatif I saw a 


cut stone submerged wall in a now used spr « Sa 
any interest,and if I can be of ass —— picks inpoiemn ines ae 





Should the present war result in a complete conquest for 
King Ibn Saud then there would be a great field for excavating 
at Marib,both in the vicinity of the great ancient dam and about 
the temples and palaces of the Queen of Sheba which are close 
by. 








I shall mention this matter to Mr.Crane in my next letter 
to hin. 





My wife joins in sending you our kindest regards. 






Yours sincerely, 





ft 





April 21 1984 


Dear Gr. Montgomery: 

X enelese an extract from a letter whieh I have just 
reeeived from Mr. K. 8. fwiteneld regarding the possi- 
bility of areheelegical researeh in Sauii Arabia. Mr. 
Twitehell is an American geclegist who nes made extensive 
trips through Arebia on several eccasions during the past 
few years. At the present time he is residing in London 
and it was there that he had the cenversation with Shaikh 
Hafis Wahba, the Arabian Minister, reeounted in the attached 
extract. 

I do not know whether any American institutions 
would be in a pesition to undertake archeological werk 
in Arabia at the present time, but it occurred to me that 
you might wish to bring the matter confidentially to the 
attention of any of the mombers of the American Sehools 
of Oriental Research that might be interested. In this 
eenneetien am I correct in eesuming that all American 
institutions that might take an interest in such explora- 


tion would be included in your membership? I am particularly 


desirous 


Dr. James A. Mentgemery7, 
President ef the Anerieen Sehoels 
ef Criexteal Ressarenh, 
6806 Greene Street, 
Germantewn, Philadel phia. 
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aesireus of bringing the matter to the attention of the 
Field Museum in Chieage for I believe that that institu- 
tion has Gene anf is doing research work in Arabian 
eountries and it would therefore presumably be one of 
the organizations that might be interested in Mr. Twitchell'’s 
proposal. 

if you are wnable to bring the matter to the attention 
of amy or all of your members that might be interested I 
wonder if you would be good enough to furnish me with a 
list of such institutions in order that I may furnish them 
the information direst. 

Very sincerely yours, 


Wallace Murray 
Chief, Divisien of Near Eastern Affairs. 


Enelesure: 


Retract from letter fron 
My. K, 3. Twitehell dated — 
April 3, 1934. true gor 
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Extract from tetter from 
Mr. K. 3. Twitehell, dated 
April 3, 1934. 


“a fow days ago when I was at the Saudi arab Legation, 
Shaikh Hafis Wahba talked very interestingly about the 
history of Arabia. He was King Ibg Saud’s first Minister 
of Education, as you probably know. He said that there 
still is such an emermous amount of unknown history of this 
part ef the world, and that a great deal might be learned by 
exeavating in various places. I was rather surprised that 
he should suggest that such research would be allowed. He 
said that he was sure that the King and Government would 
ve glad te assist this sort of work in every possible. 
Ee thanked me when I said that I would mention this te 
you. I wender if you wuld mention this matter to the 
Smithsemian Jastitute and The Hatidmal Geographic Soefety, 
and any ethers whom you would think might possibly wisa 
to beceme interested in such an undertak ing. 


"On the south bank of the Wadi Hamdth, near the Red 
Sea between Yenbo and Wedj, I have seen ruins of a temple, 
the carvings were on gypewm and quite artistic. 


RBeer Wed3 at UnGarayat ere a number of ruins of 
buildings, mine werkings, and grinding stones used at 
the mines fer crushing the ore. The seme condition is 
true, but mush more extensively at Mahad Dahad (Cradle 
of Gold) at 250 miles east by south from Yenbto. 


"West of Taif 14 miles, in Wadi Khima, are inserip- 
tiens en tiie ite, said te be Cufic. Simfhar ones 

I sew three miles nertherly from Duwadami, Neji, abeut 
S00 miles from Jedéa easterly by nort:. My interpreters 
gaid these inseriptions dated between 800 and 950 A.D. 
There are small fragments of green glazed pottery at tue 
ancient mines in this vicinity. 


"About three giles north from Sofwa (near watif) in 
El Hasse and near the Persian Gulf I saw large mounds, 
really smell hills which seemeé almost entirely composed 
of ruina, pottery and sand. At Abu Mann, 20 miles westerly 
frem Qatif I saw a cut stene submerged wall in a now un- 
used spring. ‘Should there be any interest, and if I can 
ve of aesistance please inform me." 


April 21 1984, 


My dear Dr. Grosvenor: 

I enclose an extract from @ letter whieh I have gust 
reecived from Mr. K. 8. Twitehell, an American mining 
engineer who has spent a great deal of time in Arabia 
Quring the past few years. In this extract Mr. Twitehell 
recounts a conversation which he had with the Saudi Arabian 
Minister in London regarding the possibility of archeo- 
legical research in Arabia. I have furnished Dr. James 
Ae Montgomery, President of the American Schools of 
Oriental Research with a copy of this letter, and in 
aeeordance with Mr. Twitchell's suggestion I am alse 
forwarding the enelosed copy to you. If the National 
Geographic Seeiety is at all interested in Mr. Twitchell's 
proposal I shall be glad to put you in touch with him or 
to furnish you with the name of the Saudi Arabian Minister 
in Lendeon with whom you might wish to cerrespond. 


F 
are 294A 
954 PM Wallace Murvay | 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 


r 
: frem letter 
Tapio be arma 


Sineerely yours, 





(M * — ö Geographic Soeiety 
WE PHA/LS) © Waghingten, De C. ' 
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/ 
Dear My. Twitehell: ; rn, g 
Z wish te thank you for your — ef April 3, 
1934, the one with regard to frentiers in Saudi Arable | 
and the other censerning the possibility of archeelogical 
reseaveh in that country. I sent on to Mr. Bumstead at 
the Batienal Geographic Seeiety your comments with regard 
to the frontier and I have also loaned him the maps whieh 
you sent me, Ineidentally, we are very glad to have these 
maps, paraieularly the map of the Arabian Peninsule on 
the seale of one inuh to thirty-two miles for we have 
always felt the lack of a similar document in the past. 
With xrespeet to the question of areheologieal re- 
eeerch in Seudi Avabia, I have brought yeur comments to 
the attention of Dr. Gilbert Grosvenor of the National 
Gevlggphic Seelety and te Dr. James A, Montgomery, Presi- 
Gent of the Amepican Schools for Oriental Research. 1 
believe that dx. Montgomery will be in a position to 
ascertain whether any American organisations interested 
in archeological researeh would be in a position at this 
time 


My. KX. 8. Twitehell | 
Gare of Guaranty Treat Conpany of How York, 
* “londen, nes., 
Ragland. 


426 4068 
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tine 49 weherioke werk in Sensi Arabia. As seon as I 
hese from either of thase gentlenen I shall pass their 
opments eo te you, ; 
Tt was very kind ef you te furnish all of this in- 
 fewesting information ané I wish te express my apypreeia- 
tien fer yeur effer te be of service in connection with 
arabia, | 
With best wishes ané kindest regards to yeu ané 
| en. Pwitehell, I am, 
| Very sineerely yours, 


Wallace Burray 
Chief, Division of Neng Eastern sffeirs. 





A true copy of 


} 





Mey 8 1984, 


Dear Mr. Twitchell: 

As I informed you in my letter of April 21, 1934, 
I brought the question of archaeological research in 
Arabia, as set forth in your letter of April 3, 1934, 
to the attention of Dr. Gilbert Grosvenor of the 
National Geographic Sooiety and to Dr. James A. Montgomery 
of the American Schools of Oriental Research. I enclose 
@ copy of Dr. Grosvenor's reply, which is self-explanatory. 
I aleo enclose a copy of a letter which I received from 
Dr. Montgomery, who apparently misunderstood the letter 
whieh I wrote him for he seems to have obtained the idea 
that you, yourself, were interested in obtaining a 
position in connestion with any archaeological research 
that might be carried on in Saudi Arabia. I have set 
his mind at rest on this point however and at the same 
time I furnished extracts of your letter of April 3, 19% 
to the Fielaé Musewn of Natural History and to Professor 
Miliary Burrows, who I find has succeeded Dr. Montgomery 

as 
=. — — of New York, 
S82, Lomberd St ’ 
» B.C.8., 
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as President of the American Sehools of Oriental 
Researeh. Copies of both of these letters, which are 
self-explenatory, are also enclosed. 

Fram these enclosures you will note that none of 
these American institutions is in a position to carry 
om arehaeological researeh in Arabia at the present 
time. It would appear, however, that the American 
Scheols of Orientel Researeh are interested in the 
proposal and that they may go into the question further 
eat some later date. If and when I reseive any definite 
information with regard to their intentions I shall of 
course be glad to pass it om to you. I think it is 
quite evident that the suggestion you have made has 
fallen om fertile ground and it is very likely that it 
will eventually come to fruition. 

Sincerely yours, 


pe ioee Se 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 


letter from | 

Letter Gilbert Grosvenor, April 27 — 

Letter from Jenes 4. Montgomery, April 25, 1 ° 

latter from Field Masew of Na History, 2, 19%, 
letter from Millar Burrows, May 1, 1934. 

seor.927/5 
—— 

—— 










CABLE ADDRESS 
NATGEOSOC, WASHINGTON 


National Geographic Society 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


ee . : — 


2*41 Ls | 
api 28 193! 






GILBERT GROSVENOR, Presioent 











APR 3.0 1934 
@, DIVISION OF S/ 


Mr. Wallace Murray, 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs, 


Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Murray: 

I am very grateful to you for your letter of April 
2lst enclosing extracts from a letter which you have recently 
received from Mr. K. &. Twitchell relative to the possibility 
of archeological research in Arabia. 

The field suggested is an exceedingly inviting one, 
but I think exploration of this character can be more appropriately 
undertaken by the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago 
than by the National Geographic Society. That organization has a 
large staff of archeologists trained in researches in that part of 
the world. 


With cordial regards and much appreciation of your 
letter, I am 


Yours sincerely, 


yeos O& ddV 


4 AMERICAN Ps, 
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GEORGE A BARTON, Treasurer 
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I feel very much interested in your letter 
of Avril 21 in regard to Mr. Twitchell's suggestions. His 
knowledge of Arabia and his acquaintance with the Arabian 
Minister in London will qualify him for work in Arabia. 


I myself am partieularly interested in Arabia 
and still more so in Southern Arabia where there remains a vast 
field for exploration. To be sure, interest in Arabian exploration 
has hardly yet been awakened in this country. There are two 
possible openings with which Mr. Twitchell might put himself in 
communication. 


£/L26° 34068 


In the first place, our Schools are now carrying 
on an exploring trip in Northern Arabia to the Southeast of 
Palestine whieh will probably extend to the Wadi Sirhan. This 
expedition is working in territory close to Saudi Arabia. The 
Director of this expedition,which is now at work in the field, is 
Professor Nelson — it would be advisable for Mr. Twitchell 
to reach by mail, addressing him in eare of the Ameriean School 
of Oriental Research, ‘Jerusalem, Palestine. Mr. Twitchell could 
express his interest in such work to Dr. Glueck, although of course 
there would be no immediate outcome, as the present expedition lasts 
for only a brief period. Professer Glueck will be home agaim at 4 
his post in the Hebrew Union College, Cineinnati, Ohio, by next = i 
October. It may be possible that. we will have another such! exped{tio 
and a coualified gentleman like Mr. Twitchell might be taken on. .. 


’ 
Secondly, there is the work of the Field Musegm 

in Chicago in Northern Arabia. Mr. Henry Field, the Director of “the 

Museum, should be communicated with in order to learn whether there 

are any possibilities of work there. The Museum has carried on several 

expeditions in Northern Arabia looking for the remains of early man. 


I might add that there is one wealthy gentleman 
in this country who has a very great interest in Argbia and has visited 
the Arabian potentates, namely, Mr. Charles R. Cro, at one time 
American Ambassador abroad, ete., of whom you must well know. I wish 
very mueh that we could obtain his intese@e in such a work as this, 
whieh, of course, requires a good deal of money, and our institutions 
are doing all they can on very small budgets. 


i 


Please aeéept the assurance of my interest 
= ane’ my desire te be of help te Mr. Twitchell in any possible | 
Way | 





Sincere ly yay 


— A+ in Tg ta 








ur, Vallaes Murray , 

Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs, 
The Seoretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 









April Zu 49s43- 


Deer Dr. Montgomery: 

ZI wish te thank you for your letter of april 25, 
1964 and for your suggestions contained therein regarding 
the possibility of archaeological research in Arabia. As 
I mentioned in my letter of April 21, 1034, I am desirous 
ef bringing to the attention of the Field Museum the 
information which Mr. Twitehell has furnisheé and I shall 
therefore follew your suggestion and communigate with the 
Museum direst. 

Sinee Professor Nelson Glueek is already engaged in 
archaeological work in northern Arabia and would therefore 
be unable to visit Saudi Arvabie at this time, I am inelined 
to feel that it is unnecessary to write him. I should be 
grateful, however, if you would bring the matter to his 
attention upon his return to the United States. 

In order thet there may de no misunderstanding with 
regard to Mr. Twitehell's position in this matter, I 
*** president of the amarioan Sehools 

of Oriental Research, 
6806 Greene Street 
Germentown, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylveni 


@ 


think 
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think I ought to make it clear that as far as I know 
he ie not intercoted himecif in returning to Arabia for 
epehaeolegionl werk. I balieve that his interest is 
confined to having the possibility of such work brought 
te the attention of Americ institutions and learned 
sceietios. 

Very sineerely yours, 


Wallaes Murrey 
Chief, Divisien of Meer Fastern Affairs. 


MB PHA/ LVD 





Qpril 22 issy. 


i 


¢ 40 ¥iel4 Museum of Natural History, 
Roosevelt Road and Lake Michigan, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Sirs: | 
ZI am enclosing en extract from a/ letter which I have 
received from Mr. K. S. Twitohell regarding the possibility 
of archaeological research in Saudi Arabia. Mr. Twitchell 
is an Amerioan geologist who has made extensive trips 
through Avabia on several occasions during the past few 
years. <At the present time he is residing in London and 
it was there thet he had the conversation with Shaikh 
Hafis Wahba, the Arabian Minister, recounted in the 
attached extract. 

Knowing of the interest of Mr. Henry Field in 
archaeological research in Arabia, I am bringing this 
matter to your attention in the thought that the Museum 
might wish now or at some later date to consider the 
desirability of work in Saudi Arabia. I should be ap- 
preeiative if you would be good enough to let me know 


whe ther 
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bee stew wach reneenh ight be of tuterest to the imeem 
“diab $0 no T MIRE Of -gist te ncatet tm placing 
| he MANNE fm touth With the appropriate officisls of 
Randi Avehin. 
Yeuy truly youre, 
For the Secretary of State: 


Chief, Division ef Near astewn Affairs. 








(” 


4” 


April 25 19545 


1 


My dear Professor Burrow: 
Z am enclosing an extract from a letter whieh I have 


reeeived from Mr. K. 5. Twitehell regarding the possibility 


of aychacclogical researeh in Saudi Arebia. Mr, Twitchell 
ie an American geologist who hap made extensive trips 
through Arabia on several cocnsiéns during the past few 
years. At the present time he is residing in London and 
it was there that he had the conversation with Ghaikh 
Hafis Wehbe, the Arabian Minister, resounted in the 
attached extract. 

I do mot know whether any American institutions would 
be interested in such researeh at the present time but it 
ecourreaéd to me that you might be good enough to bring the 
matter to the attention of such institutions as are 
equipped to carry on investigations in Arabia. If eny 
American institutions are interested, I shall be gied so 

to 
Professor Millar Burrows, 
President, Brown University, 
Previdenee, 
Rhode Island. 
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eo inform Mr. Twitehell as well as to be of assistance in 
pleasing the American organizations in touch vith the 
appropriate officials of Saudi Arebic. 

X should a44 thet I have sent a copy of the seme 
extracts to Dector James A. Montgomery, to the Fielé 
Masewm im Chicago, and to the National Geographic 
Bootety. 

Very sinecrely yours, 


Wallace Murray 
Chief, Divisien of Near Eastern Affairs. 


"a 
key A trae copy of 
= * 







FIELD Mugs OF NATURAL HisToRY 


:MGAD AND LAKE MICHIGAN 
— 


ph — CAGO 






Hor. * 


Sirs 


2 I beg te acknowledge the receipt ery 


9 


of and thank you for your letter of April 28, 
with which you enclosed extract from a letter 
from Mr. K. S. Twitchell. 

. While Field Museum is deeply inter- 
ested in the subject of making excavations in 
Arabia, it seems hopeless to raise a fund for 
such work at this time, although the Museum 
does appreciate your calling its attention to 
the opportunity for doing work in Arabia. 


Very truly yours, 





Director. 


The Honorable * 
The Secretary of State 


Washington, D. C. 


yebi - 8 AVN 
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Division cof near Kastern Aff 


My dear Mr. Murray: 
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your letter cf April 26, enclosing an extract from the 
wery interesting letter of Mr. K.S.Twitcheil, 18 et hand. 
Unfortunately the budget cf tre American Schoole of Criental 
Research for the present year would not ailcw us to undertake 
at present such an enterprise as mr. Twitchell suggeetea, but 
it is not impossible, in case cther institutions are interested, 
that we might be able another year to participate in a joint 
expedition. I shall communicate with Prefessor Albright, the 
Director of our Jerusalem school, abcut the matter and will 
bring it before cur Executive Cconmittee. Meanwhile. 1] should 
appreciate being informed if other crganizations express ane 


interest in the project. ies 
In any case it is enccuraging to finde friendly atti- — 
tude toward euch work appeering cn the part cf the Arabian * 
> 
authoritiee. * 


Thank ng you fcr bringing the matter tc my attention, I am 


Very sincerely yours, 


— ee 


May 4 1054 


My dear Professor Burrews: 

I wish to acknowl edge the yeosipt of your letter of 
May 1, 1934, regarding Mr. Twitchell's suggestions with re- 
apeet to Ameriean archeological research in Saudi Arabia. 
I am pleased to learn that you ave. interested in this pro- 
posal and that you are going to communicate with Professor 
Albright, the Direetor cf your Jerusalem scheol, and to 
bring the matter to the attention of your Exeeutive Com- 
mittee. I shall be grateful if you will let me know of 
any comments you reeeive from either of these sources. 
I. shall of ceurse be glad to inform you in the event that 
any ether organisations express an interest in the project. 


Sineerely yours, 


Wallase Murray, 
Chief, Division of Near Kastern Affairs. 


* 
722 


me) J Professer Millar Burrews, 
— 
President, Brown University, 
"ett 


. Providence, Rhode Island. 
Les 
PHA/LS 
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ATTENTION OF MR. WALLACE MUREAY 


Chief, Division of Near gastern Affaire 


My dear Mr. Murrey; 


» —WR 
at 





The same meil which brought me your letter of the 4th brought 
also a letter from Professor Albright in reply to my communication 
regarding the prcject of an archaeological expedition in Arabia. 
He expressed great interest and the feeling that we might well 
have in mind the possibility cf such an expedition. Both from the 
Jerusalem echool and from cur school at Baghdad important parte of 
‘Avabis would be fairly accessible, and we have men whose treining 


would equip then admirably for the work. 


—— 


Dr. Albright says that ne acos net «now Mr. Twitchell or what 
his interest is. Scientific exploration is one thing, and prospect- 
ing 16 ancther, and Professor Albright remarks that the netives are 
very suspicious of foreign expiocitation. Of course we do not know 

\ whet Mr. Twitchell's relation to an archaeological expedition would 


§ make hie cooperation very valuable. 


be, but it might well be that hie experience and hie contacts would 


Our Executive Committee will not meet again, probably, until 
December, but since we cannot do anything thie year in any case, that .- 
wiil doubtless be scon encugh to present the matter to them. If any 
necessity for definite action before that time should arrive, however, 
it could be arranged. Meenwhile I should appreciate being informed 


of any developments. 


Sincerely youra, 


\/ 


vcol oT AVN 


Way 11 ibsa 


; 


My dear Prefeteer Surrewst 

I was interested te learn frem your letter of May 7, 
1934, that Prefesser Albright feels that the Ameriean 
Seheels of Oriental Researeh might well keep in mind the 
possibility of an areheelegical expedition te Arabia. As 
he peints eut; cexvtain parts of Arabia would be reasenadly 
aceconible either frem Baghdad or from Jeryusalem, and I 
ef eowse fully realise that you have at both of these places 
men who are well equipped fer the werk in question, 

As for Mr, Twitehell's interest in the matter, it is 
my understanding that he is not in any way leeking for a 
pesition with any aveheclogieal expedition that may eventu- 
ally enter Avabis. As I explained in one of ay earlier 
letters, Mr, Twitehell is a geologist whe has visited and 
explored varicus parts of Arabia on several cceasions and 
X believe that his interest in the matter is confined te 
ascertaining whether American organisations might be in- 
terested in this virgin field of aresheclegiecal exploration. 
Knowing many of the leaders of Saudi Arabia as he does Mr. 
Switehell, i understand, is simply offering his servieos 


in 
Professer Millar Burrows, 


President, Brown University, 
Previdence, Bhede Jeland. 
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o 2 @ 

in the thought that he might be helpfal in obtaining for 
sneutenn avehachigtenk engmicstions on enpeatuntty te 
whew’ werk in Ambian 

| — a 1934, 
1 have now Aéerd from the Fielé Megewn fn Chiengo and fron 
the Hatiexal Geegrephic Sectety ant I unterstant that 
neither ef these institutions will provebly be interested 
— ———— 
Veuy aineepely youre, 


Chief, Division ef Near Bastern Affaire, 
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<> 3 
My dear Mr. Murray: ve 9 a 


On April 28th, 1934 you wrote to me 9 
enclosing an extract from a letter of Mr. K. S. 
Twitchell regarding the possibility of archaeologi- 
cal research in Saudi Arabia. At that time I ex- 
pressed our general interest in such work, but 
stated that we were not just then in position 
to undertake it. Professor Nelson.Glueck of the 
Hebrew Union College, who in the past few years 
has carried out important archaeological explora- 
tions in the territory of ancient Moab and Edom, 
and who is going out again this spring to be 
Director of our Jerusalem School for the next three 
years, would like to extend his exploration this 
summer into ancient Midian, which lies largely with- 
in the borders of Hejaz. In view of our previous 
correspondence, it has seemed Wise to me to com- 
municate with you and inquire whether through your 
department definite authorization and protection 
might be secured for this expedition from the Hejaz 
government. In this Dr. Glueck concurs. 
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Dr. Glueck's work does not involve excava- 
tion, except possibly for very brief soundings on 
occasion. It is concerned rather with determining 
the occupational history of the country by the exam- 
ination of surface remains. I can imagine that just 
this kind of work might be regarded with suspicion 
by the Bedouins, who would be quite unable to under- 
stand its real purpose. In Transjordan, however, Dr. 
Glueck has had no trouble whatever, and has had through- 
out the full cooperation of the Tp&nsjordan government. 
We are hoping that Dr. Romain Butin of the Catholic 
University of America in Washington may be able to go 
with Dr. Glueck, and it is possible that I may be able 
to accompany him also myself. 


6 YVnN 


GEE 


Very truly yours, 
President. 
Mr. Wallace Murray 


Department of State ( 
Washington, D. C. 


XE oor-onv/o | — 


My dear Professor Burrows: 

I have recetved your letter of March 2, 1986, con- 
cerning the interest ef Professor Nelson Glueek in 
undertaking archaeological explorations in Saudi Arabia. 

As you probably know this Government hes no repre- 
sentative im Sandi Arabia and it is therefore difficult 
for it to teke up dircetly with the Arabian euthorities 
matters sueh as those which you have in miné. Under the 
eiveunstances I think that the best procedure would be 
for you to write direetly to the Saudi-Aérebian Minister 
im London and make application for authorization for 
the archaeolegical work which you have in mind. The 
Avabdian Minister in Londen may be addressed as foilews: 

Shaikh Hafis Wanda 


Minister ef Seudi~srebia, 
lonfon, Englend. 


If you decide to follow this procedure and will advise 


me 
Prefesecry Millar Burrows, 


409 Prospeet Street, 
New Haven, Conneetieut. 


406 
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me when pou have written te Londen, I shall be glad te 
esk our Rubassy there to mention the matter to the 
Avabien Minister and to let him know that the Department 
would appresiate any consideration whieh the Arabian 
Goverment may be in a position te give te your request. 
I think that it would also be desirable for me te vrite 
te My. Twitchell, who was mentioned in my letter of April 
26, 1984. Mr, Twitehell is now in Aredia end through his 
eennestions there might be in a position te assist you in 
thy pwpesed archasolegieal research. 

Very cineerely yours, 


Wallace Murray 
Cuief, Division of Near Bustern Affairs. 








May 19 1936 - 


barat * 


My dear Professor Burrows: 

Im ay letter of April 3, 1936, I advieed you 
that I was taking up with our Embassy in London the 
question of Professor Glueek‘s desire to undertake 
srebacologios] explorations in Saudi Arabia. 

Z now have a letter from the Embassy stating that 
the matter has been discussed with the Saudi Arabian 
Legation in London, which is sympathetically interested. 
It is understood that the Arabian Legation bas taken 
up the aatter with the Saudi Arabian Goverment but 
has net yet received authorisation to carry the matter 
further. As soon‘as I receive any further word froa 
the Eubessy I shall let you know. 


Gineerely yours, 


+ ae Wallace Murray 
* 22 Ohief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 


* FProf onso r Pl Burrows, 
8 Pree Aner ican * gehoole of Oriental Research, 
“i080 * Street, 
Kew Haven, Connesticut. 






| 


A true cob f 
the signet 
nal, 


— 


S38 fa) A. 
⸗ 
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DIVISION OF 


NEAR EASTEx Afr, 
Dear Mr. Murray: — 


This is to acknowledge your letter of 
Maroh 6th. I think the procedure yon suggest will 
probably be wise, but before replying definitely, 
I want to communicate with Dr. Glueck. I shall 


write again as soon as I hear from him. 
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Very sincerely yours, 


President. 


Mr. Wallace Murray 

Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
Department of State 

Washington, D. Ce 


gebl 11 SYN 
amid 
Pat | 


+ MILLAR BURROWS, President 
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My dear Mr. Murray: 








Supplementing my letter of March 9th in 
reply to yours of the 6th (NE 890F.927/8), I may 
say now that 1 have heard from Professor Glueck and 
he agrees that it would be well to follow your sug- 
gestions regarding communication with the Arabian 


Minister in London. I enclose herewith a copy of my 
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letter to him. 

We should appreciate your asking our Embassy 
in London to mention the matter of Professor Glueck's 
expedition to the Arabian Minister, and also your writing 
to Mr. Twitchell, as you kindly offer to do. 


very sincerely yours, 


President. ; F 
Mr. Wallace Murray * 


Chief of Division of Near Eastern Affairs = ‘ 
Department of State * 
Washington, D. C. 


Enclosure 


- . ; ‘Farch 3}, 1936 


Your “xeellency: ——— 


I have the honor to a ‘dress you on bemlf of the 
American ichools of Oriental Research and to request thet you 
convey to your zovernment our application for officisl authorig 
zation for 1. short trin of archaeolorienl sxvlorntion within the 
borders of Saudi Arabia during the @omine sgumm-r, The pirnose 
of this expedition will not te to axecavate any ancient site, 
but to examine remains visible on the gurface, particularly 
remains of buildines, inseriptions, unc fragments of nottery, 
with 2 vicw to deturminins the dates of ooeupntion of the terri- 
tory anc its cultural relations with surrealine lnnda. To make 
Ylain the exact nature of the work ccrntemplated I am serdsing yen 
upderc sgeprierte gover a copy of our 1434t Annual, containin~ the 
report of vrofessor Slueck's explorstiodns in the territory of 
ancient Kcome What he wishes to do this aummer is to ex"end the 
‘game work into the territory of anaient Midiane The exact dates 
of the expedition cannot be fixed yet, but it will be some time 
in July or Auguste “hat we degire of your covernment is simply 
a letter authorising the expedition, so that any persons sho may 
question the presence .nd survoses of the expedition mny be 
ghown that it has been duly authorized. I therefore Wereby 
respectfully apply throuch you for a letter from the nroper 
authority stating that the object of the arcmeslovical expedition 
of the amerionan ichools of Oriental Research is knorvn to your 
rovurnment and aprroved by it, and direetine thrt 211 nroper 
courtesies be extended to the members of the expaditions 


Iam, sir, your “xcellency's obedient sarvaint, 


President. 


—_ 


‘His Exeellency ~~ 
Shaikh Hafiz Wahba 
Minister of Saudi-e-arabia 
London, #nzland 


April 8 1936 


My dear Professor Buzrows: /0 

I have reecived your letter emia 1636, enslos- 
ing a cepy of your letter te the arabian Ministes in Lendon. 
Im aeeordanee with our previow understanding, I em asking 
Our Bxbasey at London, previded it pereeives no objeetion, 
te mention this natter to Shaikh Hafiz Yahbe and to state 
that the Department wonld te appreciative of any considere- 
tion which the srabien Government may find it possible to 
Give to your vequest. 1 am alee writing Mr. Twitchell at 
Jette in the thought that he nay alse be able to drop a 
werd in the preper quarters te facilitate consideration 
of yeur proposed expedition. 

Sineersly yours, 


ace Murra 
 Gajet, pivisken of Near —8 Affairs 


‘ Fal, 
Presiteat, sna *gehoels of Oriental Research, 


Ten aavon, Conbeotiout. 
m4 
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April 8 1956¢ 


Dear Mr. Pubtehel.; 

You may reeall that about two years ago you wrote me 
regarding your cehversation with the arabian Minister at 
guise and his suggestion of the possibility of anor iean 
afehaeologieal research in Arabia. I have reeentiy had 
seme correspondonés in this matter with Professor Millar 
Burrows, President of the American Schools of Ortental 
Research, AS a result of this correspondence professer 
Burvows has now made application direct to the Arabian 
Minister at London for permission for a short arehaeo)ogical 
exploration next summer in Saudi Arabia by Professor Nelson 
Giuesk. I om onolosing for your information a copy of 
Professor Burrow’s letter. 

I am suggesting to our Embassy in London that it take 
up this matter informally with the arabian Legatian and ex- 
presse the hepe of the Department thet consideration may de 
givea to Prefessor Burrow’s request. I am bringing the fore- 
going to your attention, not only that you may be informed 
of thie proposed expedition which comes about largely as a 


result 


Mr. 3 3, Twitehell, 


az, 
Saudi arabia. 
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remult of your original suggestion, but aleo in the thought 
that you may de able te drop a word in the preper quarters . 
te faethitate the grenting of pornisaion for the expedition. 
with thet regards, I an 
é | Yours sinecrely, 


Wallase —*1 
Ghief, Division of Near tern Affairs 


APR 2 1936 


Dear Ray: 

I heave regentiy bad correspondence with Professer Millar 
Burvews, President ef the amariean Schoéle ef Oriental. Re- 
seaweh, regarding the desire of Professor Nelson Glueck to 
undertake certain arehaselogies) explorations in Sauwsi.\Arabia. 
I have advised Profesqem Burrows that it seemed to me that 
the firat step weuld be for him to epply to the Arabian 
Minister in Londen for sueh pexmission. On Mareh Sl, 1936, 
he addreseed a letter in this sense to Shaikh Hafiz Wahbe. 

I am enclosing a cepy for your information, 

I have suggested te Professor Burrows that it might be 
possible for you or somebody else in the Exbassy to mention 
the matter to the Arabian Minister and to let him mow that 
the Departaent would appreciate any consideration which the 
Avabien Government might give to the request for permission 
for Professor Gliueek to make a brief exploration in Sau@i 
Avebia. Unless you peresive seme objegtion would you be 
good enough to mention the matter to Shaikh Hafis Wahba, or 
wheever is at present in eharge of the Arabian Legation? 

1 


Ray Atherton, isquire, 
American Chargé d'affaires ad interin, 
Londen « 
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K should afd that the possibility ef american archace- 
Logieal exploration in arabia wan first brought to my attention 
by tr, Ke 8. Twiteheld whe has ayent several years in Arabia, 
fizet under the auspices of Mr, Charles R, Crane and later in 
connection with certain gol4 mining eetivities in connection 
with whieh he formed a syn@iente. Mr. Twitehell advised me 
at that time (4¢ was about two yeara ago) that Ghaikh Hafiz 
Wekba had tealé him that the svabian Gevermesnt would welcom 
arehaeologioanl reseaxeh in ite territery by qualified smeri- 
Gen ergasisations, ‘There is reason to believe, therefore, 
that the present yequest of Professer Burrows may meet with 
apreval,. 

I should be appreciative if you would let me know of 
the reaction of the avabien Legation in the event you een~ 
sider 1% ponsthie end prayer to bring Professor Burrow's 
Fequest to ite attention. J 

Very sincerely yours, 


Wallace Murray 


Eneleosure: 
fo Shaikh Hafis Wabba, 
March Si, 1986, | 0 Sey 


eee ae EMBASSY OF THE me 
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wp aces “Hei rece: il 
I have had your letter of April 2:1 na gee ; 
qf af. 42) with the Saudi arabian Legation and they tell me 
that the desire of Professor Nelson Glueck to make 
archaeological explorations in Saudi srabia has had 


their sympathetic interest. They have, furthermore, 
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commmicated with their Government on the matter, 

but I understand have not yet received authorization 

to carry the matter further. Consequently, I ‘ua 
Re only tell you that the reaction of the Legation | 

was favorable to the request, but they have nothing 

to offer beyond that at the present moment. 


With best regerds, 


Simcerely yors, 
Khe! 
— —⸗ 


Wallece S. Murray, Esqe, 


\« 


= 
Chief of Division of Near Hastern Affairs, 2 
Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
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May 20, 1936 


In feference to 
NB 890F.927/8 


Attention of Mr. Wallace Murray 





My dear Mr. Murray: 
This is to acknowledge your letter of 
the 19th. I appreciate your cooperation. The 
Arabian Minister in London has written to me 
that he is asking his government to authorize —.. 


ae : i, 
our expedition. , , 


a 


‘Ley 


Sincerely yours, 


a Aiea, FT becovarne * 


President. 


Mr. Wallace Murray | 

Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 

BDepzrtment of State “a 
Washington, D C — 7 


WAY +22 -1936 


d ae 
SAUDI ARABIAN MINING SYNDICATE, Limo YE 


rue 3 {hats 
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1936 y O& oon 19 57? SAUDI ARABIA. 
SOth April 1936. 
Wallace Murray Esq., Chief. 
Division 66 near Eastern effains: * 
Department of Stato. 8 TONS . oe) 
Washington. D.C, AME we ay . To 
; R — 9 
—B 
—2 
—B 
—* 
ny} \ =~ 
Dear Mr. Murray; \ ‘ — 
I\was very glad to receive yesterday your letter W 


dated April Srd regarding the proposed archaeological expedition 
to Saudi Arabia. 


Yes, I remember that I sue requested by Shaikh 
Hafiz Wahba to enquire about this and sd I wrote you. I transmitted 
the replies to the Saudi Arab Government and talked about it to 
King Ibn Saud in the summer of 1934. It seemed to me then that 
Shaikh Hafiz was much more interested than anyone else, This is 
quite natural as he is writing a history of Saudi Arabia - so he 


told me, 

—* shall be very glad to do anything I can to 
assist the expedition as I know it might obtain information bring- 
ing to light a great deal of now butied Arabian history. In my 
trips I have seen many evidences of extensive industry dating 
from, say, I,I00 A.D.(judping by Cufic inscriptions) to, perhaps, 
thousands of years B.C. I will speak about your letter to some 
Government officials at the very first opportunity. 


I very strongly recomend thet no expedition 
enter this country before October or November on account of 
the intense heat, sun and desert conditions. Please convey 3 
this advice to President Burrows. June to September inclusive ~~ 
are the worst months mare. 7 — 


I have recently completed a thousand mile ig 
in Midien and intend leaving here May 2nd on anbdther of about 0 
weeks, we are developing an ancient mine there. 

Kindest regards. 


c. SAMS Yours sincerely. 
MinTrus 


— ey —— 


KST. 


May 25, 1936. 
My dear Professor Burrows: 


You will recall that in my letter of April 2, 1936, 
I said that I was writing to Mr. K. 8. Twitchell concern- 
ing Professor Glueck's interest in archaeological explora- 
tion in Saudi Arabia. I am now in receipt of a reply 
dated April 30 4986, from Mr. Twitchell and I am quot~ 


ing below an excerpt in which I believe you will be in- 
terested: 


"I whall be very glad to do anything I can to 
assist the expedition as I know it might ebtain in- 
formation bringing to light a great deal of now 
wuried Arabian history. In my trips I bave seen 
many evidences of extensive industry dating from, say, 
1,200 A.D. (judging by Cufie inecriptions) to, per- 
haps, thousands of years B.C. I will speak about 
your letter to some Government officials at the very 
firet opportunity. 


“I very strongly recommend tmt no expedition 
enter this country before October or November on 
pecunt of the intense heat, sun and desert condi- 
tions. Please convey this advise to President Burrows. 
June to September inolusive are the worst monthe here.* 


Sincerely yours, 


Wallace Murray, 
¢ j Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 
go 


¢. Professor Millar Burrows, 


> President, American Schools of Oriental Researc ats... 
409 Prospect Street, in of | 
New Haven, Connecticut. 





ae 
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[i | 


68 


E1/L25°s50 


AMERICAN 
MILLAR BURROWS. President 
409 PROSPECT ST., NEW HAVEN, CONN 


AMERICAN SCHQOL IN JERUSA 
SCHOOLS OF ORIENTAL RESEARCH AMERICAN SCHOOL IN BA 
HENRY J. CADBURY, Secretary FOUNDED 1900 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE. MASS. 
NELSON GLUECK, 7 resserer 


HEOREW UNION COLLEGE, CINCINNATI, OHIO 


OFFICE ADDRESS 


LEWIS GC. MOON, Executive Secretory 
408 PROSPECT STREET, 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 






THE ANNUAL 
INCORPORATED IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA THE BULLETIN 
cw NT OF SSS 
8 — 








* 
RECEIVES Co? 


MAY 29 1936 


Oiviniun VF 


“ORIENTAL, PHILADELPHIA” 
“MONUMENTS, JERUSALEM" 

“> 
Sy 8) 
X 4, 


os May 27, 1936. 
UY, c { 


| 







My dear Mr. Murray: \3 
Thank you for your letter of the 
quoting from Mr. Twitchell's letter to you. 


note his remarks regarding the summer heat. 


Our chief concern now is with the politi- 


eal condition in the Near East, which may seriously 


interfere with all of our work for a while. 


Sincerely yours, 
President. 
Mr. Wallace Murray 


Department of State 
Washington, D. Ce 
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